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Family language policy: growing pains and new directions in post-COVID
times

Kendall A. King, Ph.D.
Professor, University of Minnesota

Over the last decade, a large and diverse body of research has coalesced
under the banner of ‘family language policy’ (FLP). This talk reviews recent
advances and developments in FLP research, considering critiques of the
field, growing pains and new directions. Important critiques include
limitations of who participated in past studies, what counted as ‘family’, and
how that data was collected and analyzed. As FLP researchers advance their
work in post-COVID contexts, these growing pains have prompted new
directions in methodology and focus as well as new questions. These include:
‘What will the impact of extended quarantines be on child acquisition of
home/heritage languages and on school/societal languages?’, ‘How does
now near ubiquitous video technology shape who we interact with and how?’,
and ‘What will be lasting impacts on educational equity given the uneven
access to services that have defined the pandemic in many contexts?’
Indeed, questions of family language policy seem all the more crucial in light
of the myriad social, economic and psycho-emotional crises brought on by
the COVID-19 pandemic. Worldwide, COVID-19 quarantines have centralized
the family unit, but simultaneously put it under huge stress, threatening if



not reversing the gains of recent decades in gender, economic, and racial
equality. As this talk demonstrates, the pandemic and the social, cultural and
economic shifts it entails, has made FLP more relevant, central, and crucial
than ever.
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